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“Yet while we celebrate the end of
violence, the lives saved and the futures

transformed, we are reminded daily of
the challenges of sustaining peace.”

MICHAEL D. HIGGINS
President of Ireland

An introduction to
Ireland’s candidature
for the United Nations
Security Council
2021—2022

IRELAND

United Nations
Security Council
2021—2022



Ireland and the
United Nations

IRELAND JOINED THE UN as a young, recently independent
republic in 1955. It is as important to us today as it was to us over
60 years ago.

Ireland has always engaged with the UN in a serious and
substantive way. It is an inherent part of who we are. It informs
how we act globally and it shapes our international outlook —
our belief in Empathy, Partnership and Independence.

As an island State — a Global Island — we are deeply aware
that, in an interdependent world, nothing is entirely foreign
or wholly domestic. Problems and challenges do not respect
geographic boundaries. They are challenges for all of us, a shared
responsibility.

We are living in an era when local, regional and global
issues collide with increasing frequency and force. Today’s crises
and challenges do not carry passports or recognise international
borders. Unilateral approaches are inadequate. Ireland believes
that multilateralism is the key to solving the global challenges that
we face. We are stronger together.

Ireland is a small nation which believes that we have a
responsibility to actively engage with the UN and which sees our
UN membership as a declaration of our global citizenship.

Since 1958 we have been a UN peacekeeping nation. In
that period, not one month has passed without Irish troops
participating in UN peacekeeping operations. Today, Ireland is one
of the highest per capita troop contributors to UN peacekeeping

globally.
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good and to support the UN and the multilateral system.
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As a small country with our own troubled history we understand

the complexities of conflict and the struggle for States to be

heard at the UN. Approachihg the centenary of our national

independence, we can share our own experience of resolving
onflict on our shared island.
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Working for a just w ‘

The goal of our aid programme, Irish Aid, is to reduce

poverty, hunger and humanitarian need by supporting
P, long term sustainable development assistance across

more than 80 countries, contributing to a more equél,

sustainable and peaceful world.
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The Permanent Representative of Ireland, Geraldine
Byrne Nason, chairing the sixty-second session of

the Commission on the Status of Women at UNHQ,
New York, in March 2018 which delivered a landmark
outcome for the empowerment of rural women and girls.
(Image, UN Women/ Ryan Brown)
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Ireland has kept faith with the UN since we joined as a young
republic. Election to the Security Council for the 20212022 term
would coincide with the centenary of the founding of the Irish
State. The international outlook which propelled us toward UN
membership decades ago remains undimmed today. We have
always sought to be an active and fair member of the international
community. This is reflected in the Government of Ireland’s
strategy to double the scope and impact of Ireland’s global
footprint by 2025 and its commitment to deliver 0.7% of GNI to
development assistance by 2030. Our Security Council candidature
is central to our international agenda, to our outlook as a Global
Island and our conviction that, in today’s globalised world, we
must live in each other’s shelter and not in each other’s shadow.

Ireland’s participation in UN peacekeeping has been unbroken
since 1958. Today, Ireland is among the highest per capita troop
contributors to UN Peacekeeping Operations.
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